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American, Dr. William Bennett, as they are
presented with the prestigious Seton Award.

Named for Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton in rec-
ognition for her lifelong dedication to teaching,
the award is presented annually to those who
have dedicated their life to education. As a
further tribute to Bill, the National Catholic
Education Association will present a child in
Bill’s community with a $1,000 scholarship to
use toward their education.

Mr. Speaker, the importance of a sound
education must be underscored. As we look to
solve the problems of the future, we have be-
fore us a man who has provided the right ex-
ample. For his efforts, and in recognition of a
well-deserved honor this evening, I am privi-
leged to commend and pay tribute to William
T. Huston.
f
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 6, 1997

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I regret miss-
ing votes on the afternoon of October 1. Due
to the pressing nature of the Jewish holidays
it was necessary for me to leave town in order
to arrive in California by sundown for Erev
Rosh Hashana.
f
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Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. Speaker, I hear over
and over again that we are concerned about
the integrity of our election process, and I
agree with that, not only for the 46th congres-
sional district but for all over the United
States.

This is not the only place where voter fraud
has occurred. But I hear interjected into the
debate the reference to the number of fraudu-
lent votes in the 46th district. Then our friend
from Texas gets up and states that the
Hermandad is the crookedest organization
around and guilty of all kinds of wrongdoing.

The problem I have with that is an inves-
tigating committee trying to investigate some-
one who has already made up his mind lends
itself to the idea that since they have already
made up their mind, their investigation is going
to conclude with the conclusions they have al-
ready made.

Let me say in the same breath that the gen-
tleman speaks about the high level of debate
that began this debate. He rushes in to chas-
tise one of our Members for pulling a race
card. What greater race card was there pulled
when on that side of the aisle they chose as
their closing speaker someone of Hispanic de-
scent?

Finally, Mr. Speaker, Republicans have an
8-year history in southern California of intimi-
dating Latino voters at the polls. The Repub-
lican Party paid $600,000 to settle two voting
intimidation cases, one stemming from 1988

and one from 1989, in which the Orange
County Republican Party placed security
guards and signs at the voting polls designed
to scare Latino voters.

Mr. Speaker, Hispanic-Americans have
served in every branch of our military. They
have fought and died in our wars, defending
the cherished principles of freedom and de-
mocracy. Hispanic-Americans have earned the
right to vote without being intimidated at the
polls. It may come as a surprise to some of
my friends on the other side of the aisle, but
there are millions of Americans of Hispanic or-
igin, many with surnames like de la Garza,
Gonzalez, Torres, Rodriguez, Menendez,
Becerra, and even Martinez who voted, and
voted legally, in the last election.
f

THOMAS R. BROWN, SOUTH TEXAS
VETERANS HEALTH CARE SYS-
TEM, SAN ANTONIO, TX, RE-
CEIVES OLIN E. TEAGUE AWARD
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Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, in a ceremony on
Thursday, September 18, 1997, in the House
Veterans’ Affairs Committee hearing room,
Thomas R. Brown, chief, Recreation Therapy
Service, South Texas Veterans Health Care
System, San Antonio, TX, received this year’s
Olin E. Teague Award for his efforts on behalf
of disabled veterans.

The Teague Award is presented annually to
a VA employee whose achievements have
been of extraordinary benefit to veterans with
service-connected disabilities, and is the high-
est honor at VA in the field of rehabilitation.

Under Mr. Brown’s pioneering leadership in
the area of wheelchair sports, an extraor-
dinarily effective recreation therapy program
has been developed in the VA system. Due to
Mr. Brown’s career as a national and inter-
national wheelchair athlete and his success as
a coach, teacher, and motivator, in 1980 he
was asked to help establish a national wheel-
chair games program for VA in conjunction
with the International Year for Disabled Per-
sons. In 1981, the first National Veterans
Wheelchair Games were held in Richmond,
VA, with 74 veterans participating. Under Mr.
Brown’s continuing guidance and advice, the
games have expanded with tremendous suc-
cess as a rehabilitation tool. Veterans travel
from all over the Nation to participate, many of
whom have never before competed in orga-
nized sporting competitions. The games now
boast of over 550 competitors giving veterans
an excellent opportunity to interact with their
peers, to experience the thrill of victory, and to
participate with a level of exuberance many
had thought was lost forever.

Mr. Speaker, the name Olin E. ‘‘Tiger’’
Teague is synonymous with exemplary service
to the Nation’s veterans. The late Congress-
man Teague served on the House Veterans’
Affairs Committee for 32 years, 18 of those
years as it distinguished chairman. No one
who opposed him on veterans’ issues ever
had to ask why he was called Tiger. He set
the standards by which we can best serve all
veterans. I know my colleagues join me in of-
fering our deep appreciation to Mr. Brown for
his concern, dedication, and innovation in

meeting the special rehabilitation needs of dis-
abled veterans. We congratulate him for the
excellence of his work and for the distin-
guished award he received.
f
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Mr. BROWN of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of H.R. 2261 and to thank the
bipartisan leadership of the Committee on
Small Business for their cooperation in folding
H.R. 2429, as reported from the Committee on
Science, into the bill currently before the
House. I also would like to thank our commit-
tee’s leadership Chairman SENSENBRENNER,
Chairwoman MORELLA, and Ranking Member
GORDON for working so hard in the limited
time we had available to us to make the STTR
program a more effective resource for our Na-
tion’s small businesses.

I would like to address my remarks today to
the Small Business Technology Transfer
[STTR] program amendments which were re-
ported from the Committee on Science and
folded into this legislation.

The STTR program was begun as an exper-
iment 4 years ago to help small businesses
move ideas from our Nation’s universities and
national laboratories into the commercial mar-
ketplace. It is clear that this experiment has
not been underway long enough to prove it-
self, and it needs to be extended for an addi-
tional 3 years. Hardly any of the STTR grant-
ees have had enough time to move a promis-
ing idea to a commercial product or govern-
ment purchase through the STTR process. It
was also painfully clear during the committee’s
hearing on the STTR program that information
is not available to answer the most basic
question about the effectiveness of the STTR
program or the SBIR program on which it was
modeled. Witnesses did not have statistics
available to them to counter the assertion that
the STTR and SBIR programs are paying for
research that the private sector would have
been done anyway if the Government grants
had not been available. The anecdotal evi-
dence which was available to us suggests that
the programs are providing major assistance
to specific small businesses, but we have
much to learn about the program’s overall ef-
fectiveness. This situation must be rectified
before the programs are extended again 3
years from now.

The Committee on Science accepted an
amendment offered by Mr. SENSENBRENNER
and me that may help solve this problem by
bringing the STTR and SBIR programs under
the Government Performance and Results Act,
GPRA. Agencies will be required to develop
performance measures for their SBIR and
STTR programs, to collect information on the
performance of grantees, and to analyze that
data in light of program goals. Our committee
report to accompany H.R. 2429 suggests a
variety of possible measures which could be
used for these programs. Each time agencies
participating in STTR or SBIR submit a report
under the GPRA Act, they will be required to
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